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In the early 1900s, city leaders wanted to establish Seattle
as the jewel of the Pacific Northwest. The slogan “Greater
Seattle” represented their belief that the town could
become a major US city by annexing neighboring towns
and lands.

To the west, the Duwamish Peninsula’s population was
rapidly growing. The city of West Seattle incorporated in
1902 to meet demands for local city services such as an
expanded school district and improved transportation.
Some residents saw joining Seattle as a way to further
increase publicservicesandfirstconsideredjoining Seattle
in 1903. Other residents preferred to stay independent
SEALILE B and feared an increase in taxes. Special interest groups
by wm w8 on either side used their power and influenced the path
 The People of our Gommanity at Least,}
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The1907annexation of West Seattle to Seattle stillimpacts
residents today. Lines drawn by the annexation mean that
the Duwamish Peninsula is divided into jurisdictions run
by King County and Seattle. Much like the residents in
West Seattle over a hundred years ago, the residents of
White Center debate whether to join a city like Seattle or
to remain independent.

In a democratic society, voters have the power to shape
their communities. Yet, the playing field is not always even.
The debates surrounding the 1907 annexation show how
individuals, special interest groups, and corporations all
influenced public policy.
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The First Government

The dx"daw?abs (Duwamish) people established the Duwamish Peninsula’s first governing system
long before European-American immigrants arrived at Alki Point in 1851. In 1855, the U.S. government
and Coast Salish leaders signed the Treaty of Point Elliott, which guaranteed Native people hunting
and fishing rights as well as reservations in exchange for 54,000 acres of land.

. After the U.S. government received the land,
o T R e iy B they refused to honor the treaty with the

| | dx"“daw?abs. European-Americans petitioned
the government to deny the dx"daw?abs a res-
ervation, and later burned down their
longhouses. These actions forced out the
dx"daw?abs governing system.

' Many Native people did not receive full voting
25 nghts or recognition as citizens of the United
e - States until 1965 with the passage of the
Votmg Rights Act. US Laws blocked the
dx"daw?abs from being able to advocate for a
—.. cOMmunity that benefited them, by refusing to
7% recognize them as a sovereign tribe or

MOHAI, SHS2892 Indian House on Puget Sound aIIowing them to vote.

The dx"daw?abs are still fighting for government recognition as a sovereign tribe with the right to
self-govern. To reclaim their story, they have built a Longhouse and Cultural Center which
promotes “the social, cultural; and economic survival” of their people.

In acknowledgement that the Log House Museum is on dx“daw?abs land, our visitors can stand in
solidarity through Real Rent. Through paying the dx"daw?abs for their “land, resources, and liveli-
hoods,” we can support justice for this land’s indigenous people. All funds go directly to Duwamish
Tribal Services to support the revival of Duwamish culture and the vitality of the Duwamish Tribe.

www.realrentduwamish.org

Real Rent
Duwamish




A Greater Seattle

In order to achieve the idea of a Greater Seattle, the city needed to expand. Leaders pushed a
campaign to annex and consolidate neighboring land.

Annex: To add territory to one’s own territory
Incorporate: Make a community a legal city

Consolidate: Combine communities into a single city

When West Seattle incorporated, residents ANN EXAT IUN ? i

benefited from city services. The surrounding

communities of Alki, Spring Hill Villa, and others Why West Seattle Should

were excluded. Some people living outside of the

city preferred their independence and lower taxes Become Absorbed
over city benefits. Others saw the advantages of by Seattie
a water and sewer system, paved roads, street FE

railways, utilities, police and fire departments, |
garbage service, and local school districts. w“—l- SUR[I—Y COM[

SWSHS: 2003.20.28. West Seattle News, West Seattle, WA-
Page 1, May 15, 1903

It West Seattle joined Seattle, they could get more public services at a lower cost. However, In
order to join Seattle, they needed first to annex surrounding land to connect their borders.

pee

Anﬁexatiuhl means_ “Greater 'Se‘a'tt.leq.

_“-‘

Seattle Sunday Times, Seattle, WA, July 30, 1905, page 6.




Corporate Interests

Many business and industry
interests promoted the idea of
“Greater Seattle.” Real estate
businessmen knew city services
attracted home buyers. Other
businesses, such as the Seattle Steel
Mill and the Puget Mill Company,
opposed annexation in fear of high-
er taxes. These companies used their
social and financial power to sway an-
nexation attempts in their favor.
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Dest Seattle

Is the suburb of a great city,
with its own post office, cable system, ferry
service, water works, etc.  Daily morning
and evening papers are delivered to all X
subscribers. JC Family supplies can be pur~
chased in West Seattle, and goods purchased
from any large firm in Seattle will be duly

delivered,

RN DD

(Dest Seattle
Schools

Another important feature that insures
contentment in the line of education for €
the children is the fine school system, <%
the principal building being an elegant
structure of brick, built at a cost of $40,000.
An efficient corps of teachers, a point of
pride to Seattle's wonderful complete and J&
modern educational ideas, they make high
grade instructors an assured fact, thereby &
giving the very best of instruction to West
Seattle scholars.

_—

Sturtevant and Co., West Seattle Schools

MOAHI 1969.4653.12 Amos Brown with City Officials

3% ottt \
”7" 200000000007

mcaﬂoooouuoauooooomo] 00

a7

Srmtlv i

no‘ov 000 w_oo vmmmudm
2,00000000000 A = =

* I = /0 00000000000000000000 II

VOL. VIIL. NO. 26.

00¢0004000008100000000000

T et S

-7
U

\?\ |

] il N Herald

A Social § Eritical Journal.[§

MR. WILLIAM PIGOTT
pany with Mr. E. M. Wilson organ

own the Rolling Mills, near West Seattle, which were set in

orning May 6th, and already employ about 150 men.

Seattle, Wash., May 13, 1903
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MOHAI Seattle Post-Intelligencer Collection, 2000.107.141 .24.01 PAortrait of

William Piggot from 1905




portation

Peninsula residents wanted a streetcar to travel to
the ferry. West Seattle granted Jacob Furth, pres-
ident of the Seattle Electric Company, a contract
to build this streetcar. When Furth failed to build
the railway, West Seattle revoked his contract. The
city created their own railway, but it operated at
a financial loss. Annexation could raise revenue by
extending the railway service area to bring in more
passengers. Furth wanted the city-operated street-
car to fail, and he used his political and financial
power to fight annexation.
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Seattle Municipal Archives: 0
Letter in Protest of Seattle Electric franchise o =
! R , . 1 L o e | = T
1. We object to the adoption of the ordinance granting to the | 5\ M
.-:
Seattle Flectric Company a franchise on California Avenue principally b ecause.,!i I:l) %
it is opposed by the majority of the Citizens of West Seattle, in its { - O
present form, but especially because it does not contemplate a straight } o é
: ~ D
sale of our Municipal Railroad for $30.000, cash, on delivery of the deed, \ 2 o
5 h
1 4 1 ik e 1 i 3 e : 5 —+
a8 understood by our citizens when they voted to sell the same, and hecause (_Dh D
=
It does not provide fortransfers both ways within the peesent ( QL) Qo
limits of Seattle and West Seattls, i 8 Q
| i aice 2 L . | S @
It does not grant half fare to children going to and * n s
: D
returning from school. g_ =)
2 w
It does not provide for the immediate and continuous s = @)
operation of our present Mumnicipal Railroad when purchased by Seattle %
W ®
Flectric Company. Q
It does not provide for the submission to arbitration of all g
labor disputes. ;
It does not provide for transfers with the present Ferry
Company or with any other Ferry Company.
_ It does not provide for a sufficient number of cars to be
operated between West Seattle and Seattle.
10U does not provide for taking up the spur on Vhittelsey i
a5 L N ST + MO TR gl ZE RGeS 1 )
" Stresty-vestoring the 8treet to grade and removing the barn now standing on |
said street, if so ordered by our City Council. W
1T aoes not provide for furnishing free to our Citv all the
Rt trie Dialitd now in tite 81 Nalifarmie awd At o wb.
'- J £0%8 now 1n use on California ana other sireets CL].O'!{ our 1"&5.]."4‘1'&37
line, or their equivalent as may he directed by our City Council.
| e also take notice of the mesting held by our Citizens
on December 22nd and the amendments which were proposed and adopted by % % % V '
unanimous vote and directed to be submitted to this Council and, in our % % % FTOWN OF WEST SEATTLE
R : . y 46 . : . , D a TOW I
opinion, the said amendments should be given careful and conscientious ® 8 ® OWN COUNCIL
R mao = B ‘Ju/w%“ 3)
consideratione. o = C MR. MAYOR: =
™er 1a 3 9N I far he i tY na ¥+ ara g e CD - )
l'here is no need for haste in these matters and we are 2,_ Q = L R
rtain the peobls of West Seattle W be better satisfi if a 5 9 = . " : .
certain the peopls of West Seattle would be better satisfied if all the O c© to whom was referred __the. Seatle Blectric. Co. franchise. oo
o s b v = Q
e naw ¥ g, W ~ PN A " <4 ) Are T vl I | —
franClLls e quQw" 0 e‘fore us Wer's suoml t'ted to and CDT’E‘]QerSd Dy our nerf “ 8 g—_ > respectfu]]y I'ePOI‘tﬁﬁ'ﬂHﬁWSr’aminorltyr‘epez‘t*&tasf‘(}lbwws M dear
8~30t0d CO'&ij"lCilo | 3 (@) 3 That..the.franchise. be.not.granted.until..the..guestion.of
-
gt o / Q/zf A é/ f‘ Q) = :_T selling  the Municipal lLine and Power Plant be.submitted. to.a. vote..
' , | 3 % 5 of the people of West Seattle. And that in case the leople decide to
) |
o b an’ , e
Naarwd f/fl/ﬁ#wyjz ! =5 @ keep..the carline.that the franchi:es. asked for be refused. Also . . .
v ‘ =.
: % in..case the vote decides in favor selling:that the price asked for
6!- be.paid.before. the. franchises..are..granteds Al so..that. . before..the
franchises. are. granted the Seattle [Klectric Co obtain the necessary
franchises from.the. Qity. .of Seattle and. the County. of Kinge
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The Stockade Hote

West Seattle, Wash., May 24, 1902.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of West Seattle:--
A petition opposing the issuance of any liquor license in
West Seattle in addition to those already in effect.

In consideration of the faet that the liquor supply in West
Seattle at the present time is entirely equal to the demand; that
we believe such license ag the one asked for by\vugLamb to be of
the worst type, viz., a hotel license; that such a house almost
invariably developes into a home of vice, crime and moral degreda-
tion; that the revenue obtained from such a house in the form of
license is mﬁch lower than that derived from saloons selling liquor
over a bar; that said house will depend almost entirely upon ex-
cursionists from Seattle for support, and that the presence of
such people will in no way encourage the establishment of any other
form of mercantile business or support those already here, we, the

undersigned, legal voters of West Seattle, oppose the granting of

said liquor license to saidﬁﬁiiLamb or to any other person to carry

o such Husingss.within the limits of West Seattle.
/ AP l
{1/ & \
[ /O 7
" BR 2 r @ 4 " ) 4 /
N Ad ANOAALALANLEIA R
N £ 1% ¥ W N e R 2 d £ 8
\\N‘.__Jy \ ¥ o ¥ i
> _— :
o O, ’ §
-"‘;" 4 Wy i ‘;-./ fF 7 ; " -~
- T s a A SPTTTN -~ //
y g y / o ‘Vr‘( i ’f ‘1 . /
S /,

o Phbandts R 4

Anti-saloon advocates feared that saloons would

spread vice in t
control over lig

advocates were at different times for or against
bending on the political views of

annexation, de
the city counci
clusion rule” w

he community. As city councils had

uor licenses, anti-saloon

ors. There was also a “one mile ex-
nich stated that businesses within

one mile outsid
liquor license.

e of a city’s limits could not have a
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Good Templary stands FOR THE HOME
and AGAINST THE SALOON. Do You?

GRAND LODGE OF

S. C.—J. A. FOREHAND, SEATTLE —MIss M. BREWER, WALLA WALLA
. L. HAGGARD, SEATTLE
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If you are not now a Good Templar, join us.
If you are a Good Templar, do your duty.
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Seattle Municipal Archives: 1903 letter “for the home and against the saloon”

Seattle, Wash. April 10, 1905

To the Honorable G.B.Nichols, Mayor
and Councilmen of West: Seattle.
Sirs:-

I beg to state to your honorable body that I am
about to consumate a ten year lease with the West Seattle Land'Co.
on a parcel of land owned by them and situated about a quarter of
a mile west of the Club House extending to the Cooney Island

, Baths for the epection of a modern hotel same to be built within
the 1imits of West Seattle.

Before I can take the necessary steps to clcse the
lease, it would be essential to receive from your honorable body
the assurance fhat a license to sell spirits on the premises of
the hotel could be obtained by me.

I can sincerely assure you all that such a hbtel as
& cqntemplate to erect would be a credit to your or any other
city whieh will no doubt meet the approval of the lessor as well
as the general public. Owing to the fact that the parties

interested in this transaction live in San Francisco, I would beg
of you to give me an early reply as possible so that I may go
ahead with the building of the hotel without much delay.

Thanking you in advance for your kind consideration,

I remain

Respectfully,

C//Z;7VZ¢;’ //2;%;&224iff§
it :




March 1904

PROPOSED ANNEXATION OF WEST SEATTLE

Election Failed
Seattle: 12,878 - 2,061
Annex Area: 131 - 176

ELLIOTT BAY

SEATTLE
WESsT

SEATTLE

PUGET SOUND

People in favor of annexation submitted a petition to add the South Suburban
Strip to Seattle. The referendum election failed. People who lived in the area
most likely wanted to keep their land under local control.




August 1904

PrRoOPOSED INCORPORATION OF ALKI POINT

WEsT
SEATTLE

PUGET SOUND

Seattle Daily Times, Seattle, WA, June 27,
1904, Page 3, Column 1.

10 INCORPORATE
ALK PO

Plan Said to Be Fathered by
a Local Brewery for a
Beer Garden.

Election Withdrawn

ELLIOTT BAY

SEATTLE

In order to keep saloons out, anti-saloon advocates in Alki
petitioned to form their own city. This would allow the
Alki city council to deny liquor licenses. At the same time,
others filed an annexation petition that excluded Alki Point.
Alki citizens withdrew their incorporation petition in hopes
that the annexation petition would succeed which would
mean that the one mile exclusion zone would prevent
liquor licensing.




———September 1904

ProPoSED CiTY oF WEST SEATTLE ANNEXATION AREA

Election Not Counted
Results Unknown

WEST ELLIOTT BAY

SEATTLE SEATTLE

PUGET SOUND

Annexation proponents petitioned to annex part of the Duwamish Peninsula to West Seattle. The
petition excluded Youngstown to eliminate opposition from saloon owners and the Seattle Steel Mill.
With this petition, Youngstown could keep local control over liquor licensing and taxes. However,
West Seattle would still be separated from Seattle, preventing annexation.

What is Gerrymandering?

To achieve (a result) by manipulating the boundaries
of an electoral constituency.

The Puget Mill Company and the West Seattle Land and Improvement Company opposed the petition
since it would annex their land. They hired a lawyer to discredit the election. The court agreed to a
settlement and the votes were never counted. There is no record of any opportunity for the residents
of the area to be annexed to object to this settlement.



— March and April 1905 —

ProPoSED CiTY oF WEST SEATTLE ANNEXATION AREA

Election Failed
West Seattle: Approved

Annex Area: 4-4

WEsT
SEATTLE

PUGET SOUND

Election Null & Void
West Seattle 48-6

Annexation area: 13-10

ELLIOTT BAY

SEATTLE

Annexation proponents submitted a
new petition which excluded areas
that would oppose annexation. The
petition tried to please many groups,
but fell short of its goal to achieve
adjacency to Seattle. The voted was
a tie and the petition failed.

Seattle Daily Times, Seattle, WA, February 9, 1905, page 4.

" RESIDENTS WIN PROTEST

Al Point Peovle Do ot Wish to Be
Annexed to West

. lgsn.ttle.‘

Why was Adjacency Important?

Adjacency is when lands share a border and are next to
each other. Having adjacency was important to West Se-
attle because Seattle could only annex adjacent land.




April 1905

Annexation proponents submitted a petition
which included the same lands as the March
1905 petition. The Amos Brown Estate
attempted to halt the election by filing a
complaint with the King County Superior
Court.TheyclaimedWest Seattle did not have
a large enough population to annex more
land. Judge Yakey issued an order cancelling
the election.

TRYING TO PREVENT
ANNEXATION ELECTION

SEATTLE ELECTRIC COMPANY SAID TO BE BEHIND MOVE TO
BTOP WEST SEATTLE ELECTRIC CAR EXTENSION

In order is prevent Wesi Heaitls | sesking s annes sulsids V=rritory
sriime hrough | Thel dors not wanl o oo TNTo the
oty mmd which, fremm s eolated lo-
tervitory which The Healtls Flectris cation, would derfve Be beasfll frem
i Ry ol lemiplaleas wiving #1- b a&ritsemallon iy -“‘r.‘.* r"b”‘
vlasively, whenever i gels ready.  being Lo jnereass (e cify s iag gaih-
iths oclopus working ihrough the | =ring writy i thal 1t conld #x
Aimaa Jlrawsn cdlata, | o sabkl 8| pand s limil of Indelhliadnean. (Fher
irylng to prevent by In)anad lon q:tllq-.tu.luvlilri are charged, It being
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| will win sut by sl lesst (hres volea | Hrown ssiaie I8 protesting agsins ! Breif on Brown vs. Clty of West Seattle
The sllsnl i prevent Lhe slec- | having B projpesrly anns=zes] & [hal I
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Seattle Star, Seattle, WA. April

22, 1905, page 7.

What is a third class city?

Cities are categorized by their size. A

third class city

had between 1500 and 10,000 people.

oiml enbaFrassimeEnts has proved hl!‘
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February 1906

ProrPoSED ALKI POINT ANNEXATION AREA

Election Failed
West Seattle: 54-2

Alki: 2-20

ELLIOTT BAY
WEST

SEATTLE

O 0] STOCKADE
oNo

HoTEL

- INCORPORATE

lieving That Delay Means
Annexation to West Seattle,

PUGET SOUND

Requisite Number of. Signa-
tures Endorsing Movement
Secured This Morning—Pa-
pers Will Be Filed Shortly,

: Citizens of Alki Polnt, who fear iha
i iti | - IR e e e e
Annexation proponents petitioned to annex a portion of Alki Do sedretly  woring. saRvasaInE Chch

citizen for hiz views on incorporating
the City of Alki Polut, today secured

to West Seattle. If successful, Alki would be eligible for con- the reqatsite humber Of siEnatures, ant

Articles of ipcorporatlion will be filed
Immediately.

nection to the streetcar. The Stockade Hotel would also be mho incorporation of the town el

certain hostelry proprietors in =sacuring

eligible for liquor licensing, which upset the anti-saloon ad- !‘ Lm?”‘gsg:ﬂiﬁl”;us“;‘ﬁf
BUmrmer montis i oint i3 1o Dbe

. T M : M 4 made one offthie most atiractive resorts
vocates. A majority in Alki voted against the petition. o e Sora e the cliy secures 1t
own government, according to some of

those favoring seaparate government.
It- is also predicted that West Seat
Ctle eitizens will use every offort (o
| provent the incorporation ol Alkil, and =
lively eampalgn s looked fur when tig

| izsue is brought before 'the voters.

Seattle Daily Times
February 26, 1906 - page 3



October 1906

ProPoSED CiTy oF WEST SEATTLE ANNEXATION AREA

Election Failed
West Seattle: 163-13 Spring Hill: 22-2
Alki: §2-36 Youngstown: 44-134

ELLIOTT BAY

Seattle Daily Times
October 7, 1906 - page 3

SEATTLE
WEST

ANNEXATION MOVE Qs
LOST T WEST
- SHATILE

Little City Votes Almost Unani-
- mously to Take OtherTowns
. in, but the Other Towns Re-
- fuse to Atcept.

SOUTH PARK DECIDES
 TO JOIN TO SEATTLE

Municipal Street Railway Will
- Be Sold to Stone & Webster
- Corporation for $30,000—
~ Youngstown Votes Nay,

PUGET SOUND

LAKE o incorporate West Bealtls
Conul fts surrounding towns .of Alkl |
Polnt, Bpringhill and Youngs-
1““11 into ono clty for the purpose of
annexing to Seattle, falled In w spe-
clal election held In the several com-
munitics yesterday., ‘'he odd condi-
tlon la presented of “West Seactle vaol-
Ing in favoer of admitting tlks other
towng, while the other towns. at i{heo
game-time were declacing. th.u.t they 11l
nol want to.be admditled.-
By & majority of 140 of a total vote of
164, the clillsens of West Seatile: voled
Lt ndmlt ithe. surroundlng lowns - under
Iis povernmeont, while' at tho ssmé
hours the thren fowns wore  woling
agalnst annexation to the pumbar . of
11% for and 172 agalnst.
Aloug the barks of the Duwamish
soveral miles  away, the elilzens of
Soitih Park were also Indulging in &
spectal election, and _they came out
slmnnlir for n‘nnﬂnuﬁh irect to Se-
nltle with & voile of 141 in f:w-ur of tha
measura to 69 agninst if,

At the same . olecticn. poll the Weak
Eontilo citizen was voting on the gues-
tion of =elling the munieipn! strest rafl-
way svetem 1o ‘tha Seatils BElecirls
Cn-m]:lanjr for i:m Q0.

S - Wote to Bell s
Ey a vole of 115 In faver of the

ites® 2 S EneL Lt ek Sentts This petition included many areas of opposition, but would
the Sdminiatering snothis blog Lo iod

sougit o farther thelr schemes nt the also connect borders with Seattle. Seattle leaders traveled the

peopla of that eity Lo throw asides the
opportunily of selllng & buslness enter-

PreS YShgpet tem RN al s Peninsula, attempting to convince people to vote for annexation

It was universally m:lnt:r:dnml i:l:l. 'Wu!t
Eeattle loday that -only Ter the fn-

LSIVERION 0F RS, TimeE Fatetar Jn and come “under the protection of the Greater Seattle.”

pozed robbery of 12,004 of  money
wiidel sctually belonghd to the clty. to
further the interests of the municlpal
ﬂ"i'li'l'll.'-'l-'El'I-ll'l pErky, t.lm volers ‘h'ﬂl.lld bive
been I'."-H.'l.tghl nappl

TWeat Heattle is -:'lunl}' chag m!l
over.ihe faflure of ithe meesure for

spaexation of ‘(e otha: Towns, "with However, a majority voted against annexation. Youngstown,

Sedttle . The vols. &food s Tollows:
On annexation—Weat Heattle, for, 163;°

fE i e S B G sekien wanting to protect their liquor licensing, swung the “no” vote.

Twnnmrn agninat, -134; for 44 )
Jority. in. West . Sealtle  for admlsdion,
L4, MAJeEIEY n.:al:nal: IHHII.UI}.:I. i
R omslaeiat. bitisriees - a

onsicerablo | urneﬂ 5 -¢IPH!2!E
in West E;enttla'gver the fact that whils
It was uwpanlmous, almost, In inviting
the other towns in, and while Alki Point
and Bpringhill were of the .same mind,
Youngatown  defeated the messurs
through the opposition of the s&laon in-
terests pnd tha” mima.:ement ‘of the atoal
works ot that poelnt




December 1906-
January 1907

ProroseD CiTY oF ALKI-RAINIER AREA

ELLIOTT BAY

West SEATTLE
SEATTLE

PUGET SOUND

Seattle Municipal
Archive: Election Ballot

ELECTION DECEMBER 4th, 1906
| CITY OF WEST SEATTLE

INSTRUGTIONS—Mark X in O under party name, for whose candidate you wish to vote.

Annexation proponents tried a new approach by R R A
attempting to create a new city, Alki-Rainier. This BE e il 7 BT SRS

petition included most of the Peninsula and ey i O _
would be next to Seattle for future annexation. T e L i o -

FOR COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE FOR COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE

WaShington RUtter, a proxy for the Puget Mi” lJ. BN ik FATR e i ]
Company, wanted to cancel the Alki-Rainier e E N o

EIGCtK)n. The Puget M|” Company I"GSISted AUHERRE:FT_ ..... e [] A W. LIPSKY .o e O]
annexation because they did not want higher

REEE ADANIS e ot e e T L D S AMUEL WY D E s o e D

; FOR TREASURER FOR TREASURER

taxes. Judge Yakey once again prevented the . e
. BN, \D W, BonmERE: il s ]

election. S e e
OEVESSIPEARG e S R S D C. 8 GOSEIEIRIIE S oo il el il D

FOR ATTORNEY FOR ATTORNEY
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May 1907

ProrPOSED CiTY oF WEST SEATTLE ANNEXATION AREA

Election Approved
West Seattle: 180-5 Alki: 66-77
Spring Hill: 101-0 Youngstown: 87-123

ELLIOTT BAY

West
SEATTLE

SEATTLE

PUGET SOUND

Petitioners asked to annex most of the Duwamish Peninsulatothe
City of West Seattle. Anti-annexation parties called on Judge Bell  [\CAMPAIGN TO UPEN

to cancel the election. -!-H!JRSD AY

The Seattle Chamber Committee recommended legal aid for the Mayor Erven of West Seattle
pro-annexation party. Before this, the residents of the proposed s D ot L€l
area to be annexed had no voice or help in court battles over [ ton of May 25, |
annexation elections. West Seattle’s attorney claimed that the real There Will Be No Slate for the
parties interested in stopping the election were the Youngstown Campaign = Sommiltee —All
saloon keepers. On the attorney’s request, King County discovered at the Meeting.

that Youngstown saloons were within one mile of West Seattle. The
county revoked their liquor licenses. With this obstacle out of the
way, the vote succeeded.

From: Seattle Daily Times, Seattle, WA, April 24, 1907,
pT.




June 1907

City oF WEST SEATTLE ANNEXES TO THE CITY OF SEATTLE

Election Approved

West Seattle: 325-8

Seattle City Council Approved
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ELLIOTT BAY

SEATTLE

On July 24,1907 West Seattle citizens
voted for annexation and the vision of
“Greater Seattle” came true. The city
now had more land and more people
and spread their government to the
new Seattle citizens.

SEATTLE

Seattle Municipal Archives:
Department of State Certificate
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Who Could Vote on the Peninsula?

*We do not have demographics for 1907 West Seattle, these statistics are Only 39% of the population could vote in 1910
based on the 1910 Census fo the 14th Ward of Seattle, which encompassed W . .

, , omen and Asian people could not vote, while a few
most of the Duwamish Penninsula indigenous people could vote

Black |

Not all residents of West Seattle were allowed a voice in psir

the 1907 election. Women briefly won the right to vote in

Washington State from 1883-1887. This was the first time that | e

black women could vote in the entire United States. Women

were denied suffrage in Washington in 1887 and would not

get it back until 1910. rot

White

0 2000 4000 G000 8000 10000 12000 14000 46000

0% of Asian people could vote in 1910

Source: 1910 Census Supplement for Washington

In 1910, 0 out of 110 Asian people could vote

There was a significant Japanese immigrant population in

early West Seattle, primarily single men who came to the US

to work. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 prevented Asian

0 immigrants from becoming US citizens, and thus barring them

0 A) from any opportunity to vote. It would not be until 1943 that
Asian immigrants could become naturalized citizens.

39% of white people could vote in 1910
In 1910, 5,674 out of 14,924 white people could vote

Duwamish people who inhabited West Seattle in 1907, for
the most part, did not get to vote in this election. Native
men could become voting citizens in 1887 with the passing
of the Dawes Act, but only if they became unafhliated with
their tribe. It was not until the Voting Rights Act of 1965 that
all Indigenous people had the right to vote.

39% of black people could vote in 1910

In 1910, 14 out of 36 black people could vote

In the 1907 election, inhabitants of the City of West Seattle
who could vote were white men, the handful of black men in
the area, and any Duwamish men who had become citizens.
Women of all ethnicities, Duwamish tribal members, and Asian
immigrants werel excluded from having a voice in the decision
to Annex to Seattle.

39%




After Annexation

Greater Seattle

By 1910, Seattle added 49,126 people from annexing more

land. This population increase made Seattle the West
Coast’s 3rd largest city and outpaced Portland to become
the Pacific Northwest’s most populous city.

West Seattle Census
of o
1967 Elections

In 1907, the residents of the annexed areas finally had a voice
in the annexation debate because the Seattle Chamber of
Commerce canvassed for votes, hired an attorney for the
people, and used its influence to stop opposition to a vote.

The Chamber had close ties to Seattle capitalists who would

profit off an expanding city, so it is unclear whether the

Chamber stepped in to ensure a fair election or if economic

interests convinced them to act.

Published by
Seattle Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 1708
Seatttle, WA 98111
July 1989

SWSHS: 1998.011.0004 West Seattle 1907 Census

Seattle Electric Company

Many changes occurred in the wake of the Seattle
annexation. The city of Seattle granted Furth a streetcar

franchise once again, which he purchased from the City of

West Seattle. However, he did not get his electric utility and

Seattle extended its public electric utility to the Duwamish
Peninsula.




Parallels

Transportation

The people of the Duwamish Peninsula needed better
transportation to access Seattle and other parts of the
Peninsula. The municipal streetcar was too expensive, and
corporate transportation proved unreliable. Annexation meant
that increased ridership might raise revenue. Today, many
areas of Seattle still face transportation issues due to its
growing population but the process to pay for transportation
upgrades are controversial.

Controlled Substances

Today, cannabis legalization mirrors the issues of anti-saloon
concerns. Anti-saloon advocates were concerned about
saloons spreading vice in their communities. Similar
arguments are made today about cannabis and marijuana
dispensaries. Many people want to prohibit consumption in
public areas and to limit the presence of dispensaries.

Corporations

Annexation petitioners moved the lines on their maps to avoid
opposition from businesses such as the Puget Mill Company,
Seattle Steel, and the West Seattle Land and Improvement
Company. In court, these companies used their influence to
hire attorneys and cancel elections. Corporate influence is
also an issue in Seattle today. Citizen debate over the amount
of lobbying and influence that corporations should have in
local politics.

Taxes

Some residents and businesses argued that annexation would
force them to pay taxes which funded services that would
not benefit them. Today, we still debate the tairness of our

tax system. According to a 2019 study, the tax burden in Seat-

tle today is proportionately higher for low-income individuals
than high-income individuals. There is also debate over how
much corporations in Seattle should be taxed.




Annexation Today

White Center

Annexation is still an issue for the
Duwamish Peninsula. White Center is ELLIOTT BAY
a part of unincorporated King County,
even though it has a large population West

and is close to Seattle and Burien. King |
County has been encouraging annexation
of these unincorporated areas because
county services are designed for regional
and rural areas. Some residents think that
joining Seattle would improve services
and decrease their property taxes. Others
fear that Seattle will not prioritize their
needs and that the area would become

gentried. A proposal to annex White
Center to Burien failed in 2012. In 2017,
Seattle mayor Durkan stated that she was

in favor of annexing White Center, but so
far no plans have been proposed.
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ELLIOTT BAY Sliver by the River

ST The “silver by the river” is a remnant of the

annexation petition lines drawn in 1907. In
January2017,a proposal for annexationwas
putonholdbecausetheSeattle City Council
decided that they would only consider
annexation after King County replaces an
outdated sewer system, estimated to cost
$14 to $50 million. The residents of White
Center and the sliver by the river have not
had an opportunity to decide it they want
to join Seattle.
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