What Do You Use?

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· artifacts from Loghouse Museum Trunk with descriptions (use some or all, depending on time)
· Large poster paper divided into 3 columns (item, use, today)
· Venn Diagram worksheet 
Instructional Activities: As a whole group, explain to the class that the artifacts in the Heritage Trunk were all important to both the Native Americans and the Pioneers that were living in the Alki area during the 1850’s-early 1900’s.  Tell them that while some of the items may be very different from things we use today, some of the items are very similar.  Explain that they are going to be thinking about what each item was used for and then they will be asked if the item reminds them of anything that they use today.  Beginning with the first item, ask the students to recall its name and use and record both in the proper columns.  Ask if anyone can think of something similar that they’ve seen today, either in their own home, or a museum, on TV etc. and how they use it today.  Record similar tools/objects that we use today in the appropriate column.  On a chalkboard or large paper, show an example of a Venn diagram.  Depending on prior knowledge, students may need to review how a Venn Diagram works. Begin the whole class chart by asking someone to suggest an item that was used in the 1850’s.  Enter it in the THEN circle.  Ask for a suggestion for a tool that we use now and enter it appropriately.  After a few examples, pass out the individual Venn Diagrams.Ask students to record at least 5 entries in each section independently. Encourage them to use prior knowledge to add more items to their sheet (ie.  What else could Pioneers have used, what do we have that is similar today?)  
Closure: Allow time for discussing uses of several items, both then and now and introduce the concept of technological advancements.  Are current day objects more effective, accurate, or easy to use? Review Venn diagrams and allow for discussion on discrepancies.  If time allows, ask for volunteers to help you fill out a class Venn diagram, using individual answers.
Assessment Listen to and record students’ ideas on what the differences are between the artifacts and things we use today.   Review Venn diagrams and check for accuracy.
Rationale/Purpose:  Students will further understand the purpose of several objects that could have been important during the time period that stretched from the 1850’s through the early 1900’s and will compare them to items used today.   By comparing artifacts with current day items, students will see how technology and resources have informed change.  Students will use a Venn Diagram to sort relevant information.    





Overview: As students become more familiar with the items in the Heritage Trunk, they are asked to decide how items compare to the things that we use today.  After a discussion, students will fill in a Venn diagram comparing items from then and now.      





4th/5th   grade Whole Group Discussion w/Individual Activity





Comparing artifacts to present day tools





Meets Social Studies EALR


History: 


2.1.1 Compare and contrast ideas in different places, time periods, and cultures





Math GLE 


5.2.1 Understand and use mathematical thinking, modeling, patterns, and ideas in other disciplines.





Science:


3.2.2 Know that people have invented tools for everyday life.











Background Information: The objects in the museum Heritage Trunk represent several artifacts that were important for both the Native Americans that were living in the Seattle area and the settlers that came across the country in search of a new home.  Clothing, toys, furnishings, tools, vehicles and places to live are all affected by available materials, cultural values and technologies.   Today, we have tools and supplies that are similar to but differ from, the tools and supplies of the 1800’s.  Students will explore how technological advances have changed the way we live.   

















