Wants and Needs

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· Copy of “Sample Transcriptions from Terry Business Ledger 1851”(1 per student)

· Copy of  Amount of Labor recordings (1 per student)

· Copy of “Sample Transcriptions from Terry Business Ledger 1852”(1 per student)
Instructional Activities:  Ask for or provide a definition of a ledger and explain their importance to historians.  Tell students that they are going to practice being historians as they look at ledgers from the 1850’s.  Pass out 1851 Ledger Sample. On the document camera or overhead projector with the whole class, go over some of the items and prices paid for them in 1851.  Ask students to respond to which items they think were necessary and which were just things that people might like to have.  What was the most expensive?  Least expensive?  How did prices then compare with prices now?  Ask how much money they think the pioneers made each day, week or month and to think about how expensive or cheap things really were. 
Next, hand out the copy of the “Amount of Labor in loading the Brig Leonesa”.  Ask students what they think people were buying and selling a lot of in Alki and Seattle in the 1850’s.  Explain that the cutting, hauling and loading of timber was the first wage earning job the settlers did to earn cash to buy necessary goods.  Trees were cut down from around cabins and nearby forests and shipped to San Francisco.  Give students a few minutes to review the labor records and ask if they can decipher what the numbers mean. Who worked the most hours?  Why were the oxen listed?  
Pass out the Terry Business Ledger from 1852.  Ask students to compare this list to the first one.  What differences do they see?  Which items do they think were needs vs. wants?  Remind them that this list was created a year later than the previous one.  What do they think changed during that time to make this list longer?  If they don’t come up with it on their own, explain to students that the shipping industry made it much easier to ship and receive goods into the Pacific Northwest.  Early settlers were shipping out timber, making more money, and able to purchase more things.  
Closure: Ask students to list ten items they think they would absolutely need to live on Alki in 1851.    
Assessment Listen to students’ ideas on what was necessary for the pioneers to live.  Check for understanding through discussion and their lists of things they think they would need. 
Follow-up Activity: 



Rationale/Purpose:  Students will better understand the life style and living conditions of early Seattle Pioneers.  Students will be introduced to the concept of the difference between resources, goods and services through primary documents. Students will be better able to take perspective. 





Overview: This lesson asks students to think about the difference between a want and a need.  Students read sample transactions from a store ledger in 1851 and are asked to differentiate between wants and needs. Students compare prices from the 1850’s to current day prices, analyze hours worked in the first wage earning industry in the Alki/Seattle area, and compare a list of goods from 1851 with one from 1852, as they guess why the lists are different. 





4th-5th   grade Whole Group Activity





Examining Pioneer economic factors 





1 50 minute lesson





Meets Social Studies EALR


History: 


1.1.2 Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping U.S. World and WA state history


Economics:


1.2.1a Differentiate among resources (factors of production), goods and services. 


2.1 Understands that people have to make choices between wants and needs and evaluate the outcomes of those choices.


Reading:


3.1.1 Analyze appropriateness of a variety of resources and use them to perform a specific task or investigate a topic.








Background Information: The Museum Heritage Trunk contains several documents that portray the economic and political conditions of the time period between the 1850’s and the early 1900’s.  Clothing, toys, furnishings, tools, vehicles and places to live are all affected by available materials, cultural values and new technologies.  Early settlers were hired to cut, haul and load timber and this was the first major job in which wages were earned in Seattle.  One ledger has records of the number of hours worked on certain jobs by individual settlers.  The second ledger, from 1852, lists the amount, length and cost of lumber being shipped to San Francisco and a list of items being ordered from San Francisco. By then, it was easier for settlers to obtain needed or desired items through the store’s ability to order and receive supplies through shipping trade. 








