Time Capsule Activity

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· Artifacts from the Museum Heritage Trunk

· Large paper for class ideas- 2 columns
· A Capsule-This can be any container, but it must have a lid.
· Collection of items from list for the time capsule
Instructional Activities: As a whole group, introduce the concept of a time capsule.  Tell the students that in 1952, the Seattle Boy Scouts unveiled a replica Statue of Liberty on Alki Beach.  Buried in the base of the statue was at time capsule that had the names of the scouts, some scout manuals, and several scout badges. The plan was to open the capsule in the year 2000, which seemed so far in the future.  Unfortunately, a leak had ruined most of the contents.  There is another time capsule buried at base of the Pioneer Monument on Alki Beach that is slated to be opened in 2051.

Ask students to think the kinds of artifacts that are found in the Museum Heritage Trunk.  What are they made of?  What do we know about what the pioneers wore, ate, liked to do etc? How much did things cost?  How did people get around?  Begin recording ideas on the class list under ARTIFACTS based on what students can recall from the Heritage Trunk.  You may prompt the class with questions on food, attire, transportation, tools, toys, etc that came from the 1850’s.


Next, ask students about what it’s like to live in the current year. What do kids like to do for fun today?  How do we get around?  What kinds of clothes do we wear?  How much do things cost? Begin recording ideas under the heading NOW based on student input. 


Explain that the class is going to be creating a time capsule to be opened fifty years from now.  Tell them that they can include 10 items in the time capsule and the items should tell a story about what it’s like to live in the present day.  Use the list to help prompt student ideas on artifacts that could be included. Receipts, photos, postcards, toys etc. are a few possible suggestions.   

Lesson 2- Review the list of items. Pass out drawing paper to each student.  Write on the board for students to copy: “In school I love to________________”.   Ask students to write the sentence, fill in the blank with their favorite thing to do at school, and to draw a picture of themselves at school.  Allow time for students to collect the list of items. After all items are placed in the time capsule, the class needs to come up with an appropriate place to keep the time capsule.
Closure:  Ask what they think will be uncovered in the 2051 time capsule that was buried in 1951. 
Assessment Check for understanding through discussion and list making.  Review students drawings and sentences for accuracy
Rationale/Purpose:  Students will understand that Time Capsules are one way to preserve history.  They will build connections between the artifacts in the Museum Heritage Trunk and the common place items that we use today. Students will practice working collectively to solve a problem.    





Overview: Students will hear about 2 time capsules that were created on Alki.  After discussing what types of things could represent present-day culture, students create a time-capsule and a time it should be opened.      





K-1 Whole Group Activity





Creating a Time Capsule





2-40 minute lessons





Meets Social Studies EALRs/GLEs


History: 


2.1.1 Compare and contrast ideas in different places, time periods, and cultures


2.2 Understand how ideas and technological developments influence people, culture, and environment,


Social Studies:


3.1 Understand and apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to make informed and reasoned decisions.  





Writing:


2.1.1  Understand that writing changes for different audiences.











Background Information: Time capsules have been used throughout the centuries to preserve history for future generations. In 1952 the Boy Scouts troop in West Seattle planted a time capsule underneath the statue of liberty monument on Alki Beach. There is also one under the Alki monument, slated to be opened in 2051. Time capsules are a personal look into the past. They allow us to see the difference in prices, fashion, media, customs and many other things. They are made up of mementos from your time and are only opened after a specific amount of time. 




















