Welcome to the Green Land

Preface to Teachers

The play “Welcome to the Green Land” tells the true story of the Denny party arriving at Alki Point and the welcoming by the Duwamish people. This reader’s theater play offers two main characters that will generously take turns speaking to the audience. It opens with the landing of the Denny Party at Alki Point in 1851 and continues until the death of Chief See-at-hl in 1866. The two voices, C’ayə and Louisa, take turns sharing their experiences with the audiences and offer unique perspectives into the lives of two very different cultures. For more information on the characters, see Character Background.

The readings are can be used in traditional reader’s theater style, where students take turns reading aloud from either Louisa or C’ayə parts or as a rich resource for students’ research.  Teachers can use the play in its entirety, or could focus on certain parts that correlate to a specific time period or event.  
character background

C’ayə is the son of a Duwamish noble.  He is about 10 years old. He earned his name because he so loved the sound of barking seals on the inland waters where he spends much of his time.  When he is older, he will be given a name of one of his ancestors.  By taking that name, the memory of his loved one is kept alive.  He is young, strong and smart.  He pays close attention to the teachings of his elders. C’ayə knows a great deal about the fishing, hunting and gathering of food, the special ceremonies of his people, and the spiritual nature of his surroundings. 
 His name looks unique in its spelling; its pronunciation is not difficult. C’ayə is a three syllable word with a breath taken between each syllable.  For the first syllable, say the /ts/ sound making the sound come from the back of the throat; for the second syllable, say the long /i/ sound as in the word like; for the third syllable, say the short /u/ sound as in the word mud.
Louisa is the seven year old daughter of Arthur and Mary Boren Denny.  She is one of 12 children who land at Alki Point in early November, 1851.  In the Denny party, there were 12 adults as well.  Mary Boren Denny’s sister, Louisa, will marry David Denny who is Arthur’s brother. Little Louisa’s aunt and uncle marry one another soon after their arrival at Alki Point.  Even though quite young, Louisa has great stories to share about leaving Illinois, crossing the plains and the Rockies in covered wagons, and finally sailing the Columbia River, the Pacific coast and the inland water of Puget Sound to reach Alki Point.

Ten year old C’ayə and seven year old Louisa share their stories.  The people from Illinois are making new homes as the Duwamish people continue to welcome and cooperate with them.  As the years go by, they each have more to tell.  More people come to the new town.  New problems are faced.  Decisions are made that cause difficulties concerning the Duwamish people.  C’ayə will be a young man of 25, and Louisa will be a young woman of 22 when this play ends.  
