Welcome to the Green Land

Preface to Teachers

The play “Welcome to the Green Land” tells the true story of the Denny party arriving at Alki Point and the welcoming by the Duwamish people.  The Denny family left Illinois in April of 1851.  Following the Oregon Trail, going by ship from the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean and into Puget Sound, they arrived on a cold November day in 1851.  The new settlers were dependent on the help and knowledge of the native people.  More settlers arrived taking land that the Duwamish used for hunting.  The Duwamish were forced to move from Alki to reservation land across the sound.  An anxious time was followed by an attack of the settlers of Seattle by other native people.  Chief Seattle, leader of the Duwamish, stated that his people would not join in the fight against the settlers.  Seattle was not burned because Chief Seattle would not lead his people in attacking the settlers.  When the Duwamish leader died, many settlers came to his memorial service.  He was thought to be an honored and respected man. 


The play is staged in three acts.  Each act has two scenes: one scene involves young Louisa Denny, her sister and the narrator.  The other scene involves a young Duwamish boy, his brother and the narrator. 


Each scene includes important vocabulary that needs to be taught to students before the scene may be read.  A glossary defines most of the vocabulary words.  Teachers may include words into spelling lists or make flash cards or word banks to help learn new words. 

**Teachers may want to allow different students to take turns during each act, use the play as a read aloud, or practice and perform the play using props, scenes etc. from the Heritage Trunk.  Students may use the play as research for the artifacts, documents and photos in the Heritage trunk. 

Have fun!


