Maps Then and Now

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· Indian Place Names document to be read aloud to students *
· Indian Places map (one for each student and one for overhead or document camera)
*The document may be paraphrased and language may be changed for clarity for young students. 
Instructional Activities: Pass out Indian Place Name Map to each student.  Give students a minute to look at the maps and point out Puget Sound on the map.   Explain that the land they are looking at is a peninsula-a long finger of land that stretches out into a body of water. This peninsula is west of the city of Seattle and is the place where the Denny party first landed.  Explain that when the Denny party arrived at Alki in 1851, there were already several people living in the area.  Remind students what the area was like, heavily wooded, lots of water ways, etc. Ask students what types of homes they think they lived in?  With all that water around, what did they probably eat?  
Display an Indian Place Name Map on the overhead or document camera so students may follow along as you read the Indian Place Names document aloud.  Pause and direct them to the names of the places you are mentioning by using directional signals such as North, South, East and West.  Directions may need to be pre-taught if the vocabulary is new. Use directionals to guide students  to the correct location on their maps. Use a bright marker and ask students to put their pencil/crayon on the name of the place that you are talking about. Have them draw an appropriate symbol on each location (ie. a fish on the fishing spots, bones on a burial ground etc).  
Closure: Explain that people use maps to learn about areas and that symbols on maps represent special things about those areas.  Look at more maps and notice the keys, directions, land forms etc. 
Assessment: Notice which students are able to follow along with you and which are struggling.  
Follow-up Activity: Continue to look at maps from the past and present and review vocabulary. Practice directional vocabulary and assess for understand through games and by using the classroom informally.  
Rationale/Purpose:  Young students are learning directional and map reading skills.  This lesson allows students to examine a map and practice saying Native American names for places.  Students will come to understand that there were people living here before the settlers arrived and they will notice how the names of places have changes while practicing their map reading skills. 





Overview: Students will examine a map from the Alki region with Native American place names. Students will be introduced to several new geographical vocabulary words. They will have fun saying the names and listening to stories about the places as they follow verbal directions.





2nd-3rd   grade Whole Group Activity





Examining Maps





1-45 minute lesson





Meets Social Studies EALR


Geography:


3.2.1 Understands the interactions between humans and environments


3.1.1 Understands and uses maps


and globes to identify major


bodies of water and


continental land masses.











Background Information:  The document Indian Place Names is a description and pronunciation of some of the places on the student map.  The West Seattle region was a popular fishing and gathering spot for Native Americans from several different tribes.  On the map you can find the names of the fishing spots, burial grounds, longhouses and a lagoon.  








