Homemade or Store Bought

Context/Rationale


Materials:  

· Story:  Cassie’s Journey
· Any objects from the Heritage Trunk displayed for viewing
· Large Venn diagram, Store-Bought vs. Hand Made with one intersection
Instructional Activities: Invite students into whole group/circle space and begin the lesson telling them they are going to hear a story that could be true, about a family who moved across the country in order to settle on the West Coast.  Read Cassie’s Journey to the class.  For discussion, ask students to recall some of the items that Cassie’s family brought with them.  Ask which other items they think they would need if they were starting up a town in a new place and whether someone could make the item or if they had to buy something in a store or trading post.  Direct the students’ attention to the artifacts from the heritage trunk, ask if anyone recognizes the item and refer to Artifact Descriptions if necessary.  Reminding the class that there were no factories (other than small lumber mills) until the 1870’s, ask which items are “store bought” and which could be homemade.  As students decide, ask for explanations and when students agree, add the item to its appropriate column on the large sheet.  If an item can fit in both categories, explain the intersection of the Venn Diagram and add it there.  Ask students to consider whether any of the items might be a good brought from another part of America or from another country by settlers coming to West Seattle. Explore the idea that Native Americans might have had possessions “storebought” from European Americans through trading posts and from other tribes (ie. Dentalium shell money from the Pacific Coast and arrowheads from Eastern Washington tribes)
Closure: When items are sorted, students should write a paragraph explaining 3 artifacts that were either brought on the wagon, homemade or purchased or traded for.  A possible journey entry could be: “If you were a pioneer child and could only bring 3 things in the wagon with you, what would you bring and why.”
Assessment:   Check for understanding through discussion.  Encourage everyone to contribute ideas.  Review 3 items and check to make sure students understand which kind of items were bought vs. made.
Rationale/Purpose: Students will practice perspective taking and will relate text to personal experience.  Many students have moved and they understand what it is like. After hearing a story and reviewing background information, this lesson asks students to look at a collection of artifacts and decide which ones are things that could have been made in West Seattle in the middle 1800’s from local resources and which things would have to have been bought or traded from an outside source.





Overview: In this read-aloud lesson, students will listen to a story about a pioneer girl and will discuss the hardships of the Oregon Trail and what it is like to move. They will sort artifacts between homemade and store bought and write a paragraph explaining where 3 artifacts came from.





2nd-3rd grade Whole Group Activity





Examining wants/needs of pioneers





Meets Reading GLE:


 2.3.1 Understand and analyze the relationship between and among informational/expository text and literary/narrative text.


2.4.1 Understand how to draw simple conclusions and give a response to text.


3.4.1 Understand different perspectives of family, friendship, culture, and traditions found in literature. 





Meets Social Studies EALR


History: 


1.1.2 Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping U.S. World and WA state history.


Economics: 


1.1.2 Understand that the availability and use of resources influences the production of goods and services 





Meets Writing GLE:


2.2.1 Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing.





M





Background Information: For the people who lived in Washington Territory and Washington State in the homestead period, much of what they could own, eat, wear or use for shelter depended on what could be made or grown with the help of the local environment.  This was true for the Duwamish Tribe, although traditional trade networks brought in goods from other tribes and they traded animal pelts and smoked salmon to the Hudson Bay Company store at Fort Nisqually for a variety of products. The European settlers had little room on the wagons to bring goods with them and only a very limited selection of goods was available from local trading posts like Terry’s New York Markook.  Most goods were made by the people themselves from natural materials or recycled pieces of other items.








