What Was it Like?

Context/Rationale


Materials: 
· One name card with name, age, group #  and symbol for each student

· Short Denny Party Story to read aloud

· Place card for each major area (Illinois, the Dalles, Portland, Olympia, Alki

· Large space to move through (playground, hallways, gymnasium)
· At least three adults

· Paper and pencil

Instructional Activities Part 1

Set-up  
· Create index cards with the following information; name, gender, age, and party #
Make sure there is one card per student by adding or omitting characters from the Biographies page. Cards could be color coded for gender or a symbol could be used. Party number determines which group the students start in (ie, Denny’s, Bells, Borens, Duwamish, etc.) and the number of groups depends on how many adults are available to guide children.   One possible array of cards for a class of 26 is shown on “Possible Groupings” sheet.
Activity

Students are randomly assigned a name card. See “Accommodations”.  After everyone has a card, explain that each student has a name on their card and that the person on the card was a real person who was living in the United States in 1851.  Ask students to try to read the name on their card and help struggling readers.  Invite students to group themselves according to group number on the back of their card.  Explain a little bit about each group and where they either started or joined up with the Denny’s. Observe as students make connections between related characters.  Tell the students that you are going to read a story aloud and that they should listen for their name or their family’s name.  Read the Denny Party history (attached).  Explain that for the next time, students are going to get to practice moving through the school, as if it were the Oregon Trail and that they will better understand how everyone got to Alki in 1851.  Have students keep name cards in a safe place or for the next lesson.  It is a good idea to have someone record which student chose which character for future reference. 
Instructional Activities Part 2:

Set-Up
· Create place cards for major places (Illinois, the Dalles, Portland, Olympia, Alki)

Activity
“Getting to Alki”.  Students should be grouped in ways that make sense to the classroom and the amount of adults that are available.  Begin the lesson by having the students get out their name card.  The Denny Party that left Illinois included John Denny and family, Arthur Denny and family and the Borens.  This group is stationed down the hall away from the classroom with an adult.  They begin to pretend to pack their wagons and say good-bye.  Meanwhile, the Low Party (all of the Lows) is stationed even further down the hall and passes the Denny Party.  At the next spot, on the Snake River, the Denny’s meet up with the Lows and continue down the hall.  At The Dalles, the group decides not to go over the mountains but loads everything into two boats.  The entire group then boats to Portland.  Meanwhile, the Bell family and the Terry brothers have been in Portland (a station much closer to Alki but further than Olympia) and they are getting restless.  Arthur Denny is not feeling well, so he sends his brother David and John N. Low to go check out the northern region.  In Olympia, David and John meet up with Lee Terry who knows a boat captain.  The three boat to Alki where they begin to set up camp and meet Chief Seattle and Princess Angeline.  Lee Terry takes a note back to everyone in Portland that says, “Come as soon as you can”  All set out on the schooner “Exact” and end up in Alki.  


Closure: As a whole group, discuss what things the people might have been feeling.  During writing time or as a journal entry, ask each student to describe how their character might have felt.  
Accomodations: Every student will be able to participate in this but not everyone will be happy with the character that they draw.  Allow students to trade by first asking who is happy with who they have and not willing to trade.  Have those students go to their seat to write their name on the back of their name card.  The rest of the children should hold up their cards and try to find someone who is willing to trade with them.  Tell them they have one minute to finalize all trades.  If someone is still unhappy, try to find ways to make them excited about their character.  Remind students that they do not have to act like this person, but that they are studying this person.  Introduce the term “biographer” as a scientist who studies people.  

Assessment: During the reading of the brief history, notice which students are making connections between names and families.  As students are moving through the activity, watch for ones who are really trying to get into character and ones who seems disassociated.  Read the students responses on how their character may have been feeling.  Ask students for more information if their response is vague (ie.  I’d feel happy). At the field trip, see if students can remember details and facts about some of the characters and if they can find their name on the monument. 

Follow-up Activity: Find their character on the Pioneer Monument at Alki



Further research their character




“I Am” Poem
Rationale/Purpose:  To better understand the plight of the Pioneers and the meeting of cultures, students will be investigating several of the key figures that transform the Alki area in the late 1800’s. This movement game will introduce historical figures to students in a simple and clear way, using pictures and symbols to help them identify with what the people may have been feeling and what they had to go through. By moving through our school in groups, students can partially re-enact and better understand the perspectives of the people who were involved in the founding of Alki and Seattle. 











Overview: This listening and movement game is ideal for understanding the Denny Party’s move to the Alki area. Students are given a name and the age of a member of either the Denny Party or a Native American who was living in Alki.  After listening to a brief story on the Denny Party and their arrival at Alki, students will group themselves and re-enact the journey from across the Oregon Trail to the eventual landing at Alki.











K-1st   grade Whole Group Activity





Perspective Taking





2-40 minute sessions





Meets Social Studies EALR


History: 


1.2.1  Describe and compare patterns of life over time in WA state


Social Studies


3.1.1f Take Perspective


Geography:


3.3.1 Examine cultural characteristics, transmission, diffusion, and interaction


Writing


2.2 Student will write for different purposes








Background Information: The Denny Party Story explains briefly the key characters of the Denny Party, when they met up on the Oregon Trail and their arrival at Alki.  Information was compiled from several sources including 4 Wagons West, the Welcome to the Green Land Activity book, Westward to Alki and information from HistoryLink.org.  It is critical to consider the space that is available and the number of adults that can assist in order to effectively re-create part of the movement.  The activity could be done on the playground, in the schools hallways or confined to the classroom, whichever arrangement works best.  The Instructional Activities are meant to be suggestions and teachers should feel free to improvise in order to promote perspective taking. Props from the Heritage Trunk may be used but because they are fragile and limited in number, they are not necessarily recommended for this activity.








