Getting Around

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· Toy models of airplane, car, and boat
· Mystery Box (optional)
· canoe from Heritage Trunk
· Photos from Heritage Trunk

· Large paper for class created chart

· Drawing paper (1 per student) split horizontally 

Instructional Activities: Part 1- Begin by having students reach into the Mystery Box (a cardboard box with a hole cut in it and a piece of material acting as a curtain) one at a time. The box contains a toy car, plane, and boat. As the students reach into the box, the teacher states that the box contains three items and asks the students to think about what these three things have in common. After every student has had a turn the whole class meets to discuss what the items are and their relationship.

Introduce the term transportation to the students; this is a means or way of getting people or things from one place to another. Ask the students if they can think of modes of transportation besides cars, planes, and boats. If they don’t volunteer it, be sure to include foot power.  

Write and draw a picture to create a list of the students' ideas on chart paper.

Next to each item on the list, write two lines, one for yes and one for no.  Ask students whether or not they have ever used the particular mode of transportation and record answers in appropriate spots.  For instance, How many students have ever ridden in car?  Yes 25 No 0.  Use tally marks, numbers or symbols for easy reference.  Once each mode of transportation has been recorded, ask students to look at the graph and discuss observations.  
Part 2- Review the definition of transportation, and list the different modes shown on the graphs. Remind the students that these graphs give us information about transportation today. Introduce the idea of history, the study of things that happened in the past.

Tell the students to imagine they are going on a trip that will begin in Illinois and end in Seattle. Show them a map with the beginning point and the destination. Now tell them that over 150 years ago in 1851, the Denny Party made this trip but they had to do it in a very different way than we would today.

Share stories from Cassie’s Journey, A Brief History and 4 Wagons West from the Heritage Trunk, and highlight facts about transportation.  Some of the people used cameras to take pictures of the things they saw. Discuss the photos from the trunk and ask what the journey would have been like. (Would it be fast or slow? Would you be comfortable? How long do you think it would take?)

After researching, ask the students to talk about the modes of transportation the Denny Party used. Write and draw the modes of transportation on a piece of chart paper that is labeled Getting Around in the 1850’s. Give the students the paper that has been divided into 2 sections (pre-labeled or have the class label each side “Then” and “Now”).  Ask students to draw one type of transportation that could have been used by then Denny Party on one side of the paper and to draw another type of present day transportation. 
Closure: Discuss how long they think the trip would take today, in 1851, etc.  Allow time for students to share their drawings/ideas with the class.
Assessment Students should be able to draw one mode of transportation used by the Denny Party and one mode we would use today.  Students should be able to verbally explain how transportation has changed over the past 150 years.  
Follow-up Activity:  Recreate the Denny Party journey using current transportation methods and come up with a class story.  
Rationale/Purpose:  Students will recognize current modes of transportation and will compare to past methods.  Students will research artifacts, books and photos to compare transportation of the past with the future and will be able to better take perspective.      





Overview: This lesson compares modes of transportation between the 1850’s and present day.   Students explore the meaning of the word transportation and make a class chart demonstrating how methods of transportation have evolved over the years.         





K-1st  grade Whole Group Activity





Examining Transportation Then and Now





2 40 minute sessions





Meets Social Studies EALR


History: 


1.1.2 Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping U.S. World and WA state history





2.2.1 Describe instances in which new technology has led to changes in values, beliefs, and attitudes


Social Studies Skills


3.1.1.e Think chronologically


 


Science:


3.2 Science, Technology, and Society: Analyze how science and technology are human endeavors, interrelated to each other, society, the workplace, and the environment. 











Background Information: The Pioneers traveled for over 2000 miles, primarily in a covered wagon.  They also relied on sailing ships, open boats, and their own feet.  The Native Americans that were living in the area relied heavily on canoes to get them around the area’s waterways.  For more information on canoes and how they were built, see Canoe Artifact Description. Today, we have airplanes, trains and ships that get us where we need to be safely and quickly. 








