Getting Around

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· Books and photographs from Loghouse Museum Trunk
· A Brief History supporting document

· Canoe from Loghouse Museum Trunk

· Large paper for class created chart

· Graphic Organizer “Transportation Then and Now”
· Writing Paper

Instructional Activities: Part 1- Introduce the term transportation to the students; this is a means or way of getting people or things from one place to another. Ask the students how many modes of transportation they can think of and create a class list. (Don’t forget foot power!) Tell the students to imagine they are going on a trip that will begin in Illinois and end in Seattle. Show them a map with the beginning point and the destination. Now tell them that over 150 years ago in 1851, the Denny Party made this trip but they had to do it in a very different way than we would today.
Ask students to read (or read aloud) accounts of the Pioneers travels from A Brief History, 4 Wagons West, Cassie’s Journey and/or The Reader’s Theater play. Teachers may photocopy passages pertaining to transportation so students can practice highlighting sections in order to better understand information.  

After researching, ask the students to talk about the modes of transportation the Denny Party used. Add student generated ideas to the original list. 
Part 2- Remind students that transportation looked very different in the past.  Refer to the class generated list and ask students to individually use the Graphic Organizer in order to sort the methods of transportation. 
After students have sorted the information, ask them to write a short compare and contrast paragraph explaining how the Pioneers got from Illinois to Seattle in 1851.  Students should include how traveling was different, how pioneers may have felt, how long it took by comparison etc.  Ask them to refer to their graphic organizer and to include and explain at least three modes of transportation.  
Closure:  Allow students to read aloud essays or to verbally share ideas.  Discuss how transportation has changed the way we get supplies.  
Assessment Students should be able to sort transportation into categories by time period and to write at least two paragraphs explaining the differences between transportation then and transportation now.  Students should be able to verbally explain how transportation has changed over the past 150 years.  
Follow-up Activity:  Ask students to re-create the Denny Party journey through the perspective of present day. What methods of transportation would one primarily use now to move across the U.S.?  How long would it take?  What might travel across the U.S look like 100 years from now?

Rationale/Purpose:  Students will recognize current modes of transportation and will compare to past methods.  Students will research artifacts, books and photos to compare transportation of the past with the future and will be able to better take perspective.      





Overview: This lesson compares modes of transportation between the 1850’s and present day.   Students explore how methods of transportation have evolved over the years and organized methods of transportation into a chart and write a story comparing a journey across the U.S then and now.       





2nd/3rd  grade Whole Group Activity





Examining Transportation Then and Now





2 40 minute sessions





Meets Social Studies EALR/GLE


History: 


1.1.2 Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping U.S. World and WA state history


2.2.1 Describe instances in which new technology has led to changes in values, beliefs, and attitudes


Social Studies Skills:


3.1.1.e Think chronologically 


Reading:


2.1.4 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during, and after reading: use prior knowledge/schema.


3.1.1 Understand how to select and use appropriate resources.


Writing:


2.3.1 Uses a variety of forms/genres.


Science:


3.2 Science, Technology, and Society: Analyze how science and technology are human endeavors, interrelated to each other, society, the workplace, and the environment. 











Background Information: In the 1850’s, the Denny Party moved over 2000 miles to settle in the area we now know as Seattle.  Throughout their journey, they relied on covered wagons, ferries, open boats, ships, canoes and foot.  The Native Americans that were living in the area relied heavily on canoes to get them around the area’s abundant water ways.  For more information on canoes and how they were built, see Canoe Artifact Description. Today, we have airplanes, trains and ships that get us where we need to be safely and quickly. A trip across the country for the Pioneers was a very different experience than a trip would be today. 








