Artifact Introduction

Context/Rationale


Materials:

· artifacts from Loghouse Museum Trunk (Teachers may select appropriate items and as many as are needed depending on class size; suggested items include:  froe, lantern, cedar shingle, clamshell bowl and spoon, canoe, beaver tooth game, stereopticon, storage box.  Maps and photographs could be used as well but are introduced in another lesson)
· Dig Deep worksheet (1 per artifact)
· Dig Deep: Revised worksheet (1 per artifact for session 2)

· Large paper for mapping connections or overhead projector
· Research Materials such as books, A Brief History (1 copy for each group), artifact descriptions, photographs
Instructional Activities: This is an appropriate introduction to the artifacts in the Loghouse Museum Heritage Trunk.  Explain to the whole class that you have a trunk full of artifacts that are either actual items or replicas of items that came from the Alki area.  Each small group of students (3 or 4) will receive 2 items to examine.  Their task is to try to make an educated guess as to the nature of the item, what it is made out of, what it’s use was, what is was called, and when it was used.  Tell them that after they have finished, they will be reporting back to the rest of the class about their hypothesis.  Remind them that each group should have a recorder, a speaker and a facilitator to make sure that everyone in the group is heard.  Pass out 2 Artifact Worksheets to each group (or one worksheet per artifact), the two artifacts and allow 10 or 15 minutes for students to examine the objects and record their findings. 
Have the class come back as a whole group and allow each group’s speaker to tell the class a little bit about their artifacts.  The teacher should record basic information for everyone to see. Explain that for the next activity, students will research their artifact, refine their predictions and will make connections between the artifacts. 
Session 2: As a whole group, briefly review the first impressions on each artifact.  Tell the class that today, their group will be working on using available resources to discover more about their item.  Introduce the resources (A Brief History, artifact descriptions, photographs, books etc) and allow ample time for students to collect resources, to discuss findings and to record their information on the Dig Deep: Revised worksheet.  Regroup and ask each group to make any revisions to their previous descriptions.  When all items have been named and uses determined, ask the class to look for possible connections between artifacts.  Were any made from the same materials?  What kinds of uses did they have (tools, entertainment, transportation)?  Did anyone correctly guess what time period they were originally used?  
Closure: Leave the artifacts out where students can explore them later.  Display student “stories” on each artifact and include possible dates for each item.  
Assessment Listen to and observe each group during small group time.  Are students focused, taking turns, making hypothesis based on information?  During whole group discussion, check for understanding through questioning.  Review student worksheets for details and accuracy.  Students may want a chance to edit and produce a final draft of the mini-story that they create for each artifact.  
Follow-up Activity: TimeLine, What Would You Use
Rationale/Purpose:  Students will examine several objects that could have been important during the time period that stretched from the 1850’s through the early 1900’s.  They will record observations, then use the information in the Heritage Trunk and other sources in order to determine the name and use of each object.  They will understand some of the similarities and differences between historical and present day objects and will better understand the time period of the late 1800’s. 





Overview: In order to introduce the artifacts in the Heritiage Trunk, students first observe and analyze several artifacts without knowing specifics.  Then students research the artifacts, compare and sort artifacts and draw conclusions about the time period between 1850 and the early 1900’s.     





4th/5th  grade


 Small Group and Whole group activity





Examining Pioneer/Duwamish culture





2 50 minute lessons





Meets Social Studies EALR


History: 1.1.2 Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping U.S. World and WA state history


Social Studies: 1.1b Search for relevant information 1.1d Evaluate information


Reading:1.3.1 Understand and apply new vocabulary 2.3.2 Analyze sources for information appropriate to a specific topic or for a specific purpose  3.1Read to learn new information


Math: 2.2.1 Select and use relevant information to construct solutions.


Science:


3.2 Science, Technology, and Society: Analyze how science and technology are human endeavors, interrelated to each other, society, the workplace, and the environment. 











Background Information: The objects in the museum Heritage Trunk represent several artifacts that were important for both the Native Americans that were living in the Seattle area and the settlers that came across the country in search of a new home.  Clothing, toys, furnishings, tools, vehicles and places to live are all affected by available materials, cultural values and technologies.  Information about the artifacts comes from a variety of sources that are made available to the students for research.











