
Preserving the Belvedere 
View Point	


Totem Pole	





The original 25-foot totem pole at 
Belvedere View Point was a gift to 

the city in the 1930s from J.E. 
“Daddy” Standley, owner of Ye Olde 

Curiosity Shop on the downtown 
waterfront and a booster of the 
viewpoint, from his collection. 

It was carved by Haida Indians 
from British Columbia. 





It became famous from use 
on postcards … 



… and on 
telephone 

directories.  



It was 
spruced 

up in 
1949 

… 



… and 
taken 
down 
and 

fixed 
up in 
1958. 



June 
1958 





Families (such as  
the Nickels clan 
at right in 1963) 

loved to pose 
for photos in 

front of it. 

(Greg, our former 
mayor, is the 
middle boy.) 



In 1966, 
the original 
totem pole 

was deemed 
beyond repair 

-- and its 
fate was 

depicted with 
insensitivity. 



The totem 
pole’s 

replacement 
was carved 

from a cedar 
log cut from 

Schmitz Park. 



Robert Fleischman and 
Michael Morgan, both 

Boeing engineers, 
donated some 300 

hours of work carving 
the new totem. 



First, the log was 
readied for carving. 



Next, rubbings were taken using newsprint, 
to create a pattern. 



Patterns were 
transferred, 

and the rough 
work was done 
with chain saws. 



Finishing work was 
done to honor the 

old ways of carving, 
using hand tools 
such as hatchets, 

chisels and gouges. 



Once the carving 
was finished … 



… the pole was ready 
to be painted … 



… and other 
volunteers 
joined in. 





Finally, the new 
pole was ready to 
take its place at 
Belvedere View 

Point along 
Admiral Way. 



It was unveiled with great fanfare, preceded 
by a special dinner to honor the carvers. 





By 2006, 
the pole was 

weather-ravaged 
and bug-infested. 

The paint was all but 
completely faded. 



The Southwest Seattle Historical 
Society embarked upon a 

preservation effort to save and 
restore this cherished piece of 

West Seattle history. 



Alki Lumber 
donated labor and 

equipment to move 
the pole to the 

Southwest Seattle 
Historical Society’s 
Log House Museum. 



And now, the pole 
is being restored at 

Artech of Seattle. 

The vision is for the 
pole to be raised once 

again at the Log House 
Museum, one block 

from Alki Beach – and 
to honor and tell the 

story of totem poles in 
West Seattle. 






